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Welcome to Dallas and Fort Worth.  We at DFW Realty GMAC Real Estate want 
to be the first ones to extend a warm friendly Texan ñHowdyò.  We are so pleased that 
you have decided to move to this great city. Dallas has a lot to offer to anyone who is 
searching for a professional career minded, metropolitan life as well as a settled relaxed 
atmosphere that can be found in one of our outstanding communities.  The Dallas area 
has something for everyone, whether young, or old, raising a family or retired you have 
come to the best place to call home.  
 

 
 

It is our hope that this E-book will be most useful and needed by anyone who is 
considering moving to the Greater Dallas ï Fort Worth Areas. If you find any of the web 
links are incorrect please email us, so we can keep this e-book updated.  It is our strong 
desire that this e-book be of excellent quality and continues to provide useful information 
to any newcomer to the area. 

We are constantly updating this e-book , so if a city that you are interested in isnôt listed 
here please let us know and we will add some information about it.  If you are interested 
in any other important information that you deem to be important to a newcomer to the 
area, please email us and we will see to it that it is added.  Information is subject to 
change without notification, so please contact us if you have any questions. 

We welcome all comments, suggestions, and questions you may have. If we donôt have the 
answer we will try our best to find the answer for you, just ask. 

 

Your first friends in Texas, 

 

1 Source DFW Realty 
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City of DALLAS 
 
 
¶ Dallas is blessed with abundant sunshine: over 234 sunny days are enjoyed annually.  Not 

surprisingly, temperatures are high, with 96 days reaching over 90 degrees.  Sixty-six degrees is the 
year-round average, and Dallas residents can expect about 79 rainy days and 39 freezing days.  The 
warmest months are July and August with average high temperatures of 95 degrees and average 
lows of 74 degrees.  The coolest month is January, with temperatures ranging from 35 to 55 degrees. 

¶ Dallas has a young, diverse and growing population and labor market.  

¶ The city of Dallas, with close to 2 million residents, is the fifth largest city in the U.S. and the third 
largest city in Texas.  
The Dallas Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area (PMSA), with a population of more than 3 million, is 
the tenth largest in the U.S.  

¶ The Dallas/Fort Worth Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area (CMSA), with 5 million people, is the 
fifth largest metropolitan area in the country and is larger than 31 U.S. states. By 2010, the D/FW 
CMSA is projected to be the fourth largest in the nation.  

¶ The Dallas metropolitan area is quite diverse with 40% of its population made up of Hispanics, Asian- 
Americans, African-Americans, and Native Americans.  

¶ The Dallas area, with a median population age of 32.1, has a young labor market compared to the 
national average of 35.3.  

¶ There are approximately 3 million people in the Dallas PMSA civilian labor force, with an 
unemployment rate around 5%, lower than the Texas unemployment rate of 5.1%. 

 
 

Business Climate 

 
¶ Dallas has a favorable business climate with a pro-business attitude . . . 

¶ The December 1999 issue of Fortune Magazine named Dallas the overall best city for business in 
North America.  

¶ Dallas has no personal or corporate income tax and no state property or unitary tax.  

¶ Financial incentives are available such as: tax abatements, fee rebates, enterprise zones, Freeport 
tax exemptions, foreign trade zones and expedited permitting.  

¶ If Dallas/Fort Worth were a country, it would be the 24th largest country in the world based on output, 
with an estimated Gross Area Product in 1999 of over $210 billion.  

¶ Texas is a right-to-work state with approximately 6.4 percent unionized workers; only four other states 
in the country have less unionization.  

¶ There are more than 150,000 businesses in the Dallas area and 6,000 corporate headquarters.  

¶ Dallas ranks seventh in the nation on the Fortune 500 list with 8 of the nation's largest public firms 
headquartered in the city of Dallas, 19 headquartered in the Dallas/Fort Worth area.  

¶ Dallas ranked third in the nation on the Forbes 500 list, with 13 of the nation's largest private firms 
headquartered in the city of Dallas and a total of 16 in the D/FW area.  



 
5 

Transportation 

Dallas is a major hub for air and ground transportation . . .  

¶ Dallas' central U.S. location is equally close to North America's five largest business centers; New 
York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Mexico City and Toronto.  Dallas is located in the Central Time Zone, 
one hour behind the East Coast and two hours ahead of the West, which extends the working day for 
companies doing business on both coasts.  

¶ Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) International Airport is the world's third busiest airport handling over 830,000 
operations in 1999 and serving over 60 million passengers with an estimated 2,300 daily flights to 
approximately 174 destinations, including 36 foreign destinations.  

¶ Dallas is served by 9 international and 21 domestic airlines, including DFW based American Airlines 
and Dallas Love Field based Southwest Airlines.  

¶ DFW Airport has an annual impact on the North Texas economy of more than $11.2 billion and 
supports nearly 211,000 jobs.  

¶ Dallas Love Field, conveniently located three miles from downtown Dallas, is a central hub for 
regional business and commuter travel. In addition, there are 18 municipal and 7 private airports.  

¶ Direct flight time from Dallas to any city in the continental U.S. takes four hours or less.  

¶ Five interstate highways and nineteen other U.S. and state highways serve Dallas.  

¶ Average commute time is only 24 minutes in the Dallas area. 

¶ Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) provides a network covering 700-square-miles in Dallas and 13 
surrounding suburban communities and serving 200,000 passengers a day. 

¶ 67 miles of light rail and 37 miles of commuter rail in full operation  

¶ DART has completed the first 21 miles of its light rail system and 18 miles of commuter rail. By 2010, 
DART plans to have two more lines service the city bringing the light rail transit mileage to at lest 93. 

 

Schooling, Education, Training, (Public, Private, Universities, 
Colleges) 

Dallas has excellent public and private educational facilities for all academic levels . . .  

¶ The Dallas area is served by 79 Independent School Districts (ISD) enrolling an estimated 550,000 
students. More than 150 accredited private and parochial schools are in the Dallas area enrolling over 
35,000 students.  

¶ The Dallas ISD (DISD) is the twelfth largest urban school district in the nation and currently enrolls 
more than 161,000 students. DISD is composed of 219 schools including seven magnet high schools, 
eight middle school academies and six elementary vanguard schools for the talented and gifted.  

¶ In 2004, more than 250 public schools in the Dallas/Fort Worth area were recognized as academically 
acceptable campuses by the Texas Education Agency.  

¶ There are 26 colleges and universities in the D/FW area, plus five community college districts with 17 
campuses enrolling approximately 205,000 students and granting almost 30,000 degrees annually. 

¶ More than 100 technical and vocational schools are in the Dallas area.  
¶ Texas' Smart Jobs Training Fund and Texas' Skills Development Fund provide job training grants to 

businesses relocating to, or expanding in, Texas and to companies re-training existing employees.  

A great resource for school system information is the Texas 
Education Agency. 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
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